September marks 70
years since the historic
battle for ‘A Bridge
Too Far’ in Arnhem.

lands. I d af erd

It i the first of 2 series of events to
Second

On Septomber 17, 1934, the Jargest sirborne
invasion in history named 'Operation Market

had judgement, would end in chaos and mill-

BREtAL.

o Al Bl Gt briders ok e e
capture r bri or two days
tntil the Britsh 2nd Army arrived from the
south, Tha first three bridges were captunid
relatively easlly by American and Canadian
troops, but the fourth bridge. at Arihem, and
namad A Bridge Too Far, was lost
to averwhelmingly superior German forces
and’of the approximately 11,520 British and
Palish parntroopers who landed there, 6525
were captured, 1,485 were killed and paly 3810

were able to whthdray (o safety ;
Arnhem, Nijmegen and the Gelderland
ion. = this part of south east HJolland is
glﬂd‘ is not at all Tike the rest of the Nether-

ly fat and

ous countryside, this«distinctive arsa enjoys
gendle rolling hills dotled with vineyards,
¢ rivers, histaric cities and
delightful towns, The locals call it the
“Tuscany of Holland" and it's very much Itkn

Gloucestershine, /
1t 15 alsa very close to the German border.
The broeding and d=nsely wooded hills of
Germany are on the hertzon and it’s very easy
o imagine what it must have been 1ike ta have
been @ paratrooper Gescending slowly and
helplessly to be met by two frash 8S panzer
fank divisions that had, by sheer Tuck,
refuel and re-arm

befare the detenos of Germany itself,
Nifmegen, ane of Holisid's oldest clties is
relatively unscathed by the war and it & now
the home of the Natioaal Liberation Musevon
1944-1945, situated In the nearhy village of
Groesbeek. This museum tells the story of

Tives during this campasgn and the much less
well-known episode in early 1945 when it was
the deperture point {3r Operation \aritable,
the final invasion of Germany by 8 huge army
of 500,000 Allfed troops.

Just 16 miles north of Nijmegen Lies the
historic city of Arnhem which, unlike Nijme:

The rebuwit 'Bricige Teo Far' In Amhem, were Allies were forced back by Gemman troses in Septembes 1544 — [t is novs part of the Liberation Route Europe, which alows travelers to foilow the Alkes” advance

pan, was all but destroyed 1n 1944 Bnd 1945 by
both the Allies and the Germans inturn. Itis
now. 8 daightful and authentic city full of
and bol Mﬁmmﬁm ke
ul oppers

The 'Bridge Too Far' is still there, reaamed
L Joln Frost Bridge in dodication to Lt Col,
Frost, who, with just a handful
deferded the north end of the bridge against

near-d
street fighting and the noiss and ury of the
Nouse-tohouss, hand-t d fighting are par

British froogs and the Dutch chvilians livad

side by sile, trying to survive days and nights

of unremitting denger, and .it reflects the
ide mnigcd wt:!‘n’ Qm

Suide wis a a

ar who mturned to Arnhem after the war to

fnfcemation keards can be found at sattiefekds
amud Mrhem and Kipmegen
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‘marry the Dutch woman who had sheltensd

tarrible events,

Garden.
The battlefield sites in and arcund
and Nijmegen bave information boards which
“audio spots” where e
can ba d from

routy.com through Tocal wifi. This is a veally
excellent webeite which has full information
about Liberation Routs Europe and 55 a bril-
ua_’nal&machms ald and an excallont tourist
=™

Here’s how to doit... -

Gatting thare

T'he avarnight farry fram Harwich to the Hook
of ¥ Stena Lines takes about six
hours. It is then a furthor two howrs to reach
Arnhert and Nijmegen by traln, coach ar
car

Getting around

Hollarxd has a naticawide bikesharing pro-
gramme called 'OVfets”, with 8,000 bikes
evatlable all over the country, especially at
railway stations, and there ave free

bikes' In parks and leisure areas.

Where to stay:

uxurious accommodation in historic build:
ings, such as the Hotsl de Kelzerskroon in
Apeldoorn. 30 minutes from Arnhem.
Further info: www.arbomemuseum.nl;

vrow beviidingsmuseumonl, www Dilderberg.nf;
WANY.CNDCOMG; wrw kmen nl;
waw.liberationroute.com, www_tberatiantour,nl;
wanw,cackdme,nl; wwawpaleishetico.nd;

waw arhemnig io.com;
vm.uthugaranmﬁ




